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Energy

management and co-generation, expanding the role of distributed generation and net metering, and
encouraging the consideration of biomass generation. Identifying local power needs and the use of
unconventional methods of energy production and conservation — with a focus on renewable energy
sources and localized generation — includes analyzing the electric grid to identify high use areas and
potential power sources close to the point of use. Additionally, proposals or opportunities to bring natural
gas supplies into the region may come up during the life of this plan; if so, the WRC will need to become
actively involved in those efforts and reviews. The general public may have a better understanding of
energy issues than in the past, and thus may be more receptive to state and local policies that would lead
to a stronger and more strategic state long-range energy plan, increased diversity of electric energy
supplies, greater use of innovative and creative programs such as group net metering and distributed
generation, and increased conservation at all levels.

4.6 ENERGY POLICIES

1. Provide educational information regarding energy efficiency services and strategies, including
education of homeowners and contractors regarding high standards of insulation for new buildings
and the improving the energy efficiency of existing structures.

2. Provide educational information regarding the inevitable long-term consequences that would
accompany significantly reduced availability or significantly increased cost of the region’s energy

supply.

3. Provide educational information regarding the potential environmental and economic benefits of a
more diverse and more locally based energy supply.

4. With regard to all energy generation, transmission and distribution projects:

a. Adhere to a high environmental standard that includes avoiding negative environmental
impacts to the extent possible and adequately minimizing and mitigating those that cannot be
avoided;

b. Conduct thorough and proper studies and analyses of all anticipated socioeconomic and
environmental impacts, both positive and negative;

. Adequately address all areas of concern regarding proposed developments; and

d. Effectively and adequately address all issues related to facility operation and reliability,
recognizing that in some instances they are inextricably intertwined with public health and
safety concerns.

5. With regard to new or improved energy transmission or distribution facilities:

a. Prefer and select existing transmission and distribution corridors over creation of new
corridors;

b. Avoid extension of energy transmission or distribution facilities into or through Resource
Lands; and

c. Avoid extension or alteration of energy transmission or distribution facilities in any manner
that would significantly impact Resource Lands or significantly diminish important natural
resource values.

6. Avoid extension of energy transmission or distribution facilities, or other utility services into or
through Resource Lands, or near them in a manner that significantly reduces their resource value.

7. Reduce electric energy costs with cost-effective energy efficiency measures, considering conservation
as an energy source, by supporting programs such as Efficiency Vermont.
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